
Week 2: Social Epidemiology activities

Activity objectives: These activities will help students familiarize themselves with and become
comfortable analyzing epidemiological data, using real-world data from the ISDH COVID-19
Dashboard.

Brief presentation! Epidemiologist and health educator Dr. Katrine Wallace uses TikTok as a
platform to educate the public about COVID-19 trends, guidelines, and recommendations. Here,
she demonstrates how to use the 2020 ISDH COVID-19 Dashboard to make observations about
the pandemic. (Note: the dashboard currently looks different, with updated information.)

Individual or group activity: Scavenger hunt! Your job will be to use the ISDH COVID-19
Dashboard and answer the following questions about the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic in
Indiana.

1. In the State of Indiana, how many newly-diagnosed COVID-19 cases were reported on
January 7th? How about in Delaware County?

2. How many COVID-19 tests were administered in Indiana on January 7th? In Delaware
County?

3. What was the test positivity rate for January 7th in Indiana? In Delaware County?

4. Pick a county in Indiana that isn’t Delaware or Madison Counties. Can you observe
anything interesting about the COVID-19 trends in your county?

5. For your county, calculate the current total number of COVID-19 cases for your age
cohort using the following formula:

(Total cases in county/100) * (Age cohort’s percentage of cases) = x cohort-aged cases

For example, if your county has a total of 27,000 diagnosed cases, and your age
represents 20% of all cases, your equation would look like this:

(27000/100) * 20 = 5,400 cohort-aged cases

Potential Week 2 extra-credit question or just another in-class activity question: We can
currently observe a surge of new COVID-19 cases in Indiana, and previously observed a surge in
cases beginning in August 2021 and ending in October 2021. Which factors can help explain
these surges?
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